
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

06/10/2014 

 

An Informational Meeting was held at the Alexander Town Hall, 3350 Church St., June 10, 2014 

at 7:00 PM.   There were 10 persons present. 

 

Mayor Scharlau opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag. 

 

Mayor Scharlau advised that after 25 years in service the Alexander Sewer Plant is beginning 

to show signs of wear.  Due to excellent maintenance, the Village has had no problems to date. 

Now the plant is beginning to show signs of needing quite a lot of significant improvements 

within the next few years.  The Village has hired Engineer Steve Mountain to check into the 

situation, to suggest necessary improvements and also to look into the possibility of securing 

grants to help pay for improvements. 

 

One of the problems the Village will encounter is working with  DEC to set up some sort of a 

bypass while working on the improvements. 

 

At present the Board feels it will be necessary to either line the present tanks or possibly 

refabricate a portion.  This may take care of the present situation but we have to plan for 

possibly further improvements in the near future. 

 

Water -Sewer-Streets Supt. Troy Robbins presented a poster of actual photos showing the 

present condition of some of the needed improvements and explained what the photos 

represent. 

 

Mayor Scharlau also advised the Village almost lost 2 men in the tank a few weeks ago.  The 

men were changing pumps.  The pumps are extremely heavy and there is no present system 

for removing them without a lot of tugging and lifting which is extremely difficult and hazardous 

in the small room allowed.  The Village is anticipating installing some sort of system  using slide 

rails etc to make the pump removal process easier and safer. 

 

At present the Village has no knowledge of the condition of the floor of the primary tank since 

it sits on the concrete floor and is not visible. 

 

All those present examined the photos and discussed the problems revealed. 

 

Clerk advised that the Village will of course attempt to secure a grant but will also have to set 

up some sort of contingency fund for repairs.  The Village has approximately $220,000.00 

In CDs which took the Village many years to accumulate.  It has been impossible to save 

anything for the past few years due to the increasing cost of supplies.  It had been suggested 

that perhaps a way of adding to the Operation and Maintenance fund would be to add an 

Operation and Maintenance charge to the Village Sewer charge quarterly, similar to the  

Debt Service Charge attached to the quarterly water billing.  This would be a dedicated fund 

and would be used solely for operation and maintenance improvements needed in the future. 



A charge of $5.00 or $10.00 per quarter was suggested. $5.00 per quarter would amount to about 

$4000.00 per year, $10.00 would amount to about $8,000.00 per year. 

 

In absence of any other questions or suggestions, Mayor Scharlau thanked everybody for coming 

and dismissed the meeting. 

 

Time: 8:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Vera Antonucci 

Clerk Treasurer 


